
The Language 
of Design 

 Instructor: Russell Sadberry M.Ed,ATC, LAT  



 Visual Elements - basic parts 

 Principles - guidelines for putting the parts together 

 Unity - the look and feel of wholeness or oneness in a 
 work of art 

I.  The Language of Design 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The language of design can be divided into two area: elements and principles.  The visual elements are combined to using the visual principles.  When the elements and principles are combined well the design has unity.



A.  Elements of Art 

 1.  Color 

 2.  Value 

 3.  Line  

 4.  Texture 

 5.  Shape 

 6.  Form 

 7.  Space 

I.  The Language of Design 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the elements.



B.  Principles of Art 

 1.  Balance 

 2.  Emphasis 

 3.  Harmony 

 4.  Variety 

 5.  Gradation 

 6.  Movement 

 7.  Rhythm 

 8.  Proportion 

I.  The Language of Design 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the Principles.



 1.  Hue - name of a color  
(ex. blue) 

 2.  Intensity - quality of 
brightness or purity  (ex. bright 
blue) 

 3.  Value - that hues 
lightness or darkness; usually 
obtained by adding black or 
white to a particular hue 

II.  Elements Of Art 
A. Color - made up of three distinct qualities - hue, intensity,  
and value 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the three qualities of colorShow how Intensity changes from high to lowShow how Value changes from Shade (dark) to Tint (light)



a) Primary Colors - Red, yellow, and blue.  These are called 
primary colors because they can be mixed to make all the 
other colors, but they cannot be made by mixing other colors. 

II.  Elements Of Art  
4.  Color Wheel 



b) Secondary Colors - Orange, green, and violet.  These 
colors are located midway between the primary colors on 
the color wheel.  Each of the secondary colors is made by 
mixing two primary colors. 

II.  Elements Of Art  
4.  Color Wheel 



c)  Complimentary Colors - Colors that are opposite 
each other on the color wheel.  (ex. red & green)   

When two complimentary colors are mixed in equal 
portions, they will cancel each other out to form a neutral 
grey tone.  

II.  Elements Of Art  
4.  Color Wheel 



d)  Analogous Colors - Hues that are next to each other on 
the color wheel and are closely related.  (ex. blue, blue-
green, and green) 

II.  Elements Of Art  
4.  Color Wheel 



e)  Cool Colors - often 
associated with water and 
sky and suggest coolness.  
These colors contain blue 
and green and appear on 
one side of the color wheel.  
Cool colors appear to 
recede into the background. 

II.  Elements Of Art  
4.  Color Wheel 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students to point out cool colors.



f)  Warm Colors - often 
associated with fire and sun 
and suggest warmth.  These 
colors contain red and yellow 
and appear on one side of the 
color wheel opposite the cool 
colors.  Warm colors appear 
to advance to the foreground. 

II.  Elements Of Art  
4.  Color Wheel 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students to point out warm colors.  Do they appear to advance?Ask students about cool colors in the picture.  Do they appear to recede?



1)  Abrupt value changes can 
suggest planes or various angles. 

2)  Gradual value changes can 
indicate concave or  
 convex surfaces. 

II.  Elements Of Art 

B)  Value - Can be an important element even when color seems 
absent.  (ie. black and white drawings or photographs) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students to point out abrupt changes.Ask student to point out gradual changes.



1.  List the seven elements of art. 

2.  What are the principles of art? 

3.  Name three qualities that make up color. 

4.  What adjectives could be used to describe a hue that is high in 
intensity?  Which ones describe a hue that is low in intensity? 

5.  How can value changes in color be obtained? 

6.  List the three primary colors. 

7.  Explain how intermediate colors are produced. 

8.  What are colors called that are opposite each other on the color 
wheel? 

9.  Give an example of an analogous color scheme. 

II.  Elements Of Art - Review  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Go around the room and have students answer the review questions.



The Elements of Line, Texture, 
Shape, Form, and Space 



1)  Emphasizing Line - shows the edges or contours of an 
object; also known as contour line. 

II.  Elements Of Art  
C.  Line - a continuous mark made on some surface by a moving 
point. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have students point out emphasizing lines in the artwork after taking notes.



2)  De-emphasizing Line - attempts to eliminate or hide the 
outline of objects in the picture. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
C. Line 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have students point out how de emphasizing lines were used in this artwork.



a) Vertical -  ( up & down) suggests strength and stability 

b) Horizontal -  (side to side) suggests calmness 

c) Diagonal - suggests tension 

d) Curved - suggests flowing movement 

II.  Elements Of Art 
C. Line 

3)  Line Suggesting Movement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have students point out different lines used in this artwork.



4)  Axis Line - imaginary line that is traced through an 
object or several objects in a picture.  This line can help 
to determine movement and the direction of movement 
in a work of art. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
C. Line 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have student take notesAsk students if they can find the axis line in artwork.



D.  Texture - refers to the way things feel, or look as if they 
might feel, if touched.  

II.  Elements Of Art 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students to point out the different textured used in the artwork.



E.  Shape - an area clearly set off by one or more other visual 
elements such as color, value, texture, or space.  Shapes are 
flat. 

II.  Elements Of Art 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students to point out different shapes used it the artwork.



F.  Form - is a three dimensional object. 

 1)  Mass - the outside size and bulk of a form. 

 2)  Volume - the interior space of an object. 

II.  Elements Of Art 



G.  Space - the distance or area between, around, above, below, or 
within things.  Can be two or three dimensional. Actual Space - 
has three dimensions. 

II.  Elements Of Art 



 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

 b) Making distant shapes smaller and closer shapes larger. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

 b) Making distant shapes smaller and closer shapes larger. 

 c) Placing distant shapes higher and closer shapes lower. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

 b) Making distant shapes smaller and closer shapes larger. 

 c) Placing distant shapes higher and closer shapes lower. 

 d) Using less detail on distant shapes and greater detail on  
 closer shapes. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

 b) Making distant shapes smaller and closer shapes larger. 

 c) Placing distant shapes higher and closer shapes lower. 

 d) Using less detail on distant shapes and greater detail on  
 closer shapes. 

 e) Using duller, less intense hues for shapes in the distance. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

 b) Making distant shapes smaller and closer shapes larger. 

 c) Placing distant shapes higher and closer shapes lower. 

 d) Using less detail on distant shapes and greater detail on  
 closer shapes. 

 e) Using duller, less intense hues for shapes in the distance. 

  f) Coloring distant shapes with hues that appear more blue  
 to suggest the layers of atmosphere between the viewer and 
 those shapes. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





 a) Overlapping the shapes in a work. 

 b) Making distant shapes smaller and closer shapes larger. 

 c) Placing distant shapes higher and closer shapes lower. 

 d) Using less detail on distant shapes and greater detail on  
 closer shapes. 

 e) Using duller, less intense hues for shapes in the distance. 

  f) Coloring distant shapes with hues that appear more blue  
 to suggest the layers of atmosphere between the viewer and 
 those shapes. 

 g) Slanting horizontal lines at shapes to make them   
 appear to extend back into space. 

II.  Elements Of Art 
Techniques to create the illusion of depth or distance on  
 flat surfaces. 





1.  Define line. 

2.  Name the type of  line used to show the edges of an object. 

3.  How can line be used to suggest movement in a work of art? 

4.  What is the benefit of identifying the axis line in a work of art? 

5.  What element of art refers to the surface quality or “feel” of an 
object? 

6.  What is the difference between shape and form? 

7.  Tell how mass and volume are used to describe form. 

8.  Name four ways that an artist can use to create the illusion of 
depth in a two dimensional work of art. 

Review:  Lines, Texture, Shape, Form, and Space 



III. The Principles of Art - Artists “design” their 
works by controlling and ordering in some way the elements of art.  A 
skillful blend of elements and principles results in a unified design, a 
design in which all of  the parts hold together to produce the best overall 
effect. 

A.  Balance 

B.  Emphasis 

C. Harmony 

D.  Variety 

E.  Gradation 

F.  Movement 

G.  Rhythm 

H.  Proportion 



III. The Principles of Art 
• A. Balance - Refers to the way of combining 

elements to add a feeling of equilibrium or stability 
to a work of art. 
 1.Symmetrical - A formal balance in which two halves 

of a work of art are identical; one half exactly mirrors 
the other half. 
2. Asymmetrical -  Is more informal and takes into 
account such qualities as hue, intensity, and value in 
addition to size and shape. 
3. Radial - Objects are positioned around a central point. 



III. The Principles of Art 
A. Balance 

1. Symmetrical 



III. The Principles of Art 
A. Balance 

2. Asymmetrical 



III. The Principles of Art 
A. Balance 

2. Radial 



III. The Principles of Art 
B. Emphasis - Also known as contrast, is a way of 
combining elements to stress the differences between those 
elements.  Often the Emphasis is the area of the artwork that 
draws you eyes first. 



III. The Principles of Art 
C. Harmony - A way of combining similar elements in 
an artwork to accent their similarities. 

*Similar  Shapes 

* Similar Colors 

* Similar Values 

Repeated throughout 
painting in an effort to 
emphasize the overall 
unity of the picture. 



III. The Principles of Art 
D. Variety - A way of combining elements in involved ways 
to create intricate and complicated relationships.  It is 
achieved through diversity and change. 

* Many different hues 

* Many different values 

* Many different lines 

* Many different textures 

* Many different shapes 



III. The Principles of Art 
Harmony and Variety 

Both harmony and variety must be taken into 
account during the creative process.  Harmony aids 
efforts to blend the picture parts together to form a 
unified whole, and variety enables the artist to add 
visual interest to this unified whole.  It is this 
visual interest which attracts and holds the 
attention of the viewers. 



III. The Principles of Art 
E. Gradation - A way of combining elements by using 
a series of gradual changes in those elements. 

Ex. A gradual 
change from 
small shapes to 
larger shapes. 



III. The Principles of Art 
F. Movement - The principle of art used to create the look 
and feeling of action and to guide the viewer’s eye 
throughout the work of art.  

G. Rhythm - Created by the 
careful placement of repeated 
elements in a work of art to cause 
a visual tempo or beat. 



III. The Principles of Art 
H. Proportion - The 
relationship of certain 
elements to the whole 
and to each other. 

* Larger figures are 
more important. 

* Smaller figures are 
progressively less 
important. 

What other 
principles did the 
artist employ? 



III. The Principles of Art 
Unity  Revisited  

Overriding Principle - it describes the total effect 
of a work of art. 

All artists draw from the same reservoir of elements 
and principles, but  few are able to take those 
elements and principles and create works of art that 
are unique, exciting, and complete.  Those who do 
are able to achieve unity. 



III. The Principles of Art 
    A work of art is made up of many different colors, 

values, lines, textures, shapes, forms and space 

relationships. The artist who creates it must combine 

these elements into an organized whole, and this takes a 

great deal of knowledge and skill.  When viewing a 

work of art, you must determine how the artist has done 

this , and that too takes a great deal of knowledge and 

skill.  Without this knowledge and skill, you merely 

look at art, you do not see it. 



III. The Principles of Art - Review 
1.  How are the principles of art used in creating works of art? 

2.  Name and define three types of balance. 

3. What principle of art is used to show contrast or stress the difference between 
elements? 

4.  How can harmony be achieved in creating a work of art? 

5. What principle of art is used to increase the visual interest in a work of art? 

6. Gradual step-by-step changes refer to what principle of art? 

7. What principle of art leads a viewer to a sense of action in a work? 

8. The repeating of an element again and again to make a work seem active refers 
to what principle of art? 

9.  What principle of art refers to the way parts of art relate to each other? 



The End 
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